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A. Ann Kirven, Interim Executive Director

Policy:
Contraband, including weapons, pharmaceutical products, and alcohol and other legal and illegal drugs and related paraphernalia brought onto Sumter Behavioral Health Services premises by a patient, family member or visitor will be removed and disposed of in order to maintain a safe therapeutic environment.

Procedure:
I. Disposal of Alcohol and Other Drugs (illegal, legal drugs and prescription medication)

· At least two staff members, and the patient when appropriate, must be present whenever the alcohol is being disposed
· If baggies with, vials, or containers of pills or green leafy substances (drugs) are found, staff is to don gloves and place the substances in the bags located in the Biohazard Kits. 
· The bio-hazard bag with the substance(s) are to be stored in a locked staff office and immediate supervisor notification is to occur.
· The supervisor will make arrangements for safe disposal through law enforcement.
· Prescription medications must be prescribed by a physician and clearly labeled to be returned to a Patient if found, and any Patient found to have unauthorized (unapproved) prescription medication in their presence will be asked to leave, unless the person is suspected to be impaired. In that case, assistance will be provided for safe transport home or to the emergency department, as applicable.
· Complete an Incident Report including what was found, the date, time.

II. Disposal of Weapons

· Police will be notified if anyone is known to carry a firearm into the building for them to resolve.

· Complete an Incident Report. 
III. Drug Paraphernalia

· Drug paraphernalia will be confiscated.  The items will be placed in a secure location and will be disposed with the same method used for drugs.

· Complete an agency incident report form which can be located in (?)
IV. Disposal of Unidentified Substances


Any unidentified substances which appear to be a white powdery substances are not to be handled by staff. The immediate supervisor must be notified, who will next instruct front line staff to call the police to request assistance.
V. Special Conditions

· In the case of adolescents identified with contraband the parents or legal guardians will be notified.

· In the case of criminal justice patients identified with contraband the appropriate referral source will be notified.

